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Suncoast Communities Blood Bank Awarded Grant

Sarasota- Suncoast Communities Blood Bank (SCBB) was receatigrded a $67,164 grant by the
Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice to upgrddiood collection instruments for its Nokomis
blood collection center. SCBB was one of 20 norfifgawarded a grant in the latest funding cycle.

The newly acquired automated equipment allows iddals to donate platelets, a portion of the blood
critical to blood clotting. 80% of the plateletslleoted at Suncoast Communities Blood Bank go to
cancer patients within Sarasota, Charlotte and @e&munties. The Blood Bank is the primary sourte o
platelets in Sarasota County for trauma and onggbadients.

“The Foundation Board recognized that this projeidithelp Suncoast Communities Blood Bank meet a
critical need in our community,” said Teri A. Hansgresident and CEO of Gulf Coast Community
Foundation of Venice. “Our mission is to improve thuality of life in the communities we serve, and
this partnership will enable the blood bank to dreterve some of the most vulnerable patients in ou
area.”

“Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice has dstently supported the Suncoast Communities
Blood Bank in its service area. As the only locdlfised not-for-profit community blood bank servihg
Gulf Coast Community Foundation’s region, SCBB @nmitted to maintain the highest standards of
care and safety for its blood donors and recipjémstsid Dr. Mark J. Magenheim, CEO and Medical
Director of Suncoast Communities Blood Bank. “Witlis grant, SCBB is now able to extend the latest
technology for enhanced safety, comfort, and peilsted experiences for its loyal platelet donorshie
Gulf Coast Community Foundation area. We very mapfreciate this expression of confidence from
Gulf Coast Community Foundation in our missionuesl, and goals.”
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